
   Famed forensic pathologist Dr. Cyril Wecht, MD, JD was the 
speaker at the April 28 meeting of the Sewickley Men’s Club. 
Wecht is a very popular speaker and, as usual, his speaking 
engagement drew a crowd 
that packed the room. 
   Wecht is currently the 
forensic pathologist of 
Armstrong, Clarion, 
Fayette, Greene and 
Westmoreland counties. 
Wecht also operates a 
consulting business and 
has testified in court cases 
in the Bahamas, Canada, 
Israel and Taiwan. As well, 
he performs autopsies at 
the request of families.
   His presentation began 
with a history lesson on 
forensic pathology. Wecht 
said that, though forensic 
pathology wasn’t officially 
recognized as a science 
until 1959, crude autopsies 
were performed in ancient 
times. For instance, Julius 
Caesar was autopsied in 
44 B.C. 
   Wecht also said, “There 
was a coroner system 
established in Europe 
as far back as the 14th 
century.” 
   He said it’s the responsibility of the medical examiner to 
determine the manner and cause of death. A death certificate must 
be signed by the medical examiner and the cause of death written 
on the death certificate. The medical examiner must also determine 
the cause of death and whether the death was a homicide, an 
overdose caused by drugs, an accident, or a natural death. Wecht 
pointed out that, last year, 649 people in Allegheny County died 
from a drug overdose. Of those deaths, 412 had fentanyl in their 
system. Wecht pointed out that while doctors cannot prescribe 
heroin, cocaine and fentanyl, they can prescribe other powerful 
opioids like oxycodone. Wecht said that he believes doctors should 
be dispensing prescription drugs like oxycodone with caution and 
the instructions “no refills,” because oxycodone is extremely habit 
forming.
   However, Wecht said he believes that marijuana has medicinal 
benefits and that he disagrees with Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ 
stance that marijuana should not be legalized. Pennsylvania Gov. 
Tom Wolfe signed into law on April 17, 2016 a bill legalizing 

medical marijuana. Two medical marijuana dispensaries were 
recently awarded permits in Allegheny County. 
   Wecht is a longtime critic of the findings of the Warren 

Commission, the 
investigative report 
on the assassination 
of President John F. 
Kennedy. While the 
report accepts the single 
bullet theory, Wecht 
does not. In 1972, Wecht 
was given access to the 
National Archives and 
the findings of Kennedy’s 
autopsy. Wecht found 
that Kennedy’s brain 
had been “lost.” It 
was also later revealed 
that medical autopsy 
photos and x-rays of the 
president were never 
reviewed. Kennedy was 
shot and killed Nov. 
23, 1963, a year to the 
day after the Russians 
completed removal of 
their missiles from Cuba. 
   It was also later 
revealed that the 
president’s assassin, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, 
had spent some time 

in Russia prior to the shooting. Wecht, however, thinks that this 
was a cover-up. Wecht pointed out that the Warren Commission 
made the decision to withhold 36 documents concerning their 
investigation that are scheduled to be made public in October of 
this year. 
   Asked what he thought about the movie “Concussion,” in which 
Wecht is portrayed. Wecht said that he was pleased that Albert 
Brooks was picked to play his part but that - unlike in the movie 
- he drives an old Buick and not an expensive limousine. He also 
said he was very proud of the important work that Dr. Bennet 
Omalu - the antagonist of the film portrayed by Will Smith - did 
in order to discover chronic traumatic encephalopathy. He said 
that, because of Omalu’s work, sports equipment has changed 
dramatically to protect the head from the effects of hard hits like 
those that cause CTE. There also have been many rule changes in 
the NFL in recent years aimed at curbing blows to the head. 
   The Sewickley Men’s Club holds their meetings at the 
Sewickley Valley YMCA on most Fridays. Visitors are welcome. 
Questions can be directed to Jerry Roppo at (724) 869-5556. 
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Dr. Cyril Wecht speaks in front of the Sewickley Men’s Club at the Sewickley Valley YMCA in 
April.
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